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SCHOOL OF DIPLOMACY AND INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS                                                                   
SETON HALL UNIVERSITY 
 
 
DIPL 6155 
ADVANCED ECONOMIC ASPECTS OF INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS 
Fall 2016 
Wednesday 7:35 to 9:45pm 
 
Professor Paula Puskarova  
Office Hours: Wednesday 6:35-7:35 and by appointment 
Email: paula.puskarova@shu.edu 
 
 
 
Description of the Course 
 
A main goal of graduate level work in international economics is to provide students with a framework 
in which to analyze concepts and issues that may have previously been assumed to be obvious or 
extremely complicated.  In pursuing this objective you are likely to discover that many of the ideas and 
perceptions you have about international economics are incomplete or wrong. 
 
During the course we will focus attention on hot button issues in the subject of international trade. We 
will cover issues like globalization, integration and preferential trade agreements, outsourcing, flows of 
labor – economic immigrants, asylum seekers, environmental immigrants, power shift towards China, 
inequality. From the beginning, students will read articles that raise questions about the relevance of 
historical theories and issues that are very germane to the modern world. Starting with Riccardian 
models we will follow up with various trade policies such as tariffs, quotas and the manipulation of 
exchange rates. Throughout the course emphasis will be placed on real world analyses and 
developments. Frequently, both sides of controversial issues will be explored. 
 
The format of the course will emphasize interactive discourse among students and between the 
students and the instructor.  Students are expected to have read the material assigned for each 
class and to be prepared for a spirited discussion.  
 
Students will be expected to be aware of current international economic developments and to be 
prepared to discuss them at each class.  Each class will start with a short student presentation of a current 
interest topic and class discussion of the issue. 
 
As preparation for this part of the course students should read regularly The Economist and a good daily 
newspaper such as the Financial Times or The Wall Street Journal.  Students are requested to register 
for and look regularly at the Dismal Scientist website for which they should receive a password and 
registration information with the textbook.   
 
Course Text 
 
Feenstra, Robert and Taylor Alan, International Economics, Worth Publishers. 
 
--- The e-book version of this text is packaged with access information to obtain a complimentary 
subscription to “The Dismal Scientist” a web based service that provides data and analysis of economic 
dev developments in the U.S. and many other countries.  Students are expected to access this site daily, 
if possible, to follow events as they unfold. 
 
During the semester, students will be expected to read various articles and reports included in this 
syllabus and to be added.  Each item should be accessible through the internet.   
 
Students will be provided with additional readings via email.  
 
Some Ground Rules 
 
Since this is a graduate course, the instructor assumes that students are aware of the benefits of regular 
class attendance. Attendance will be taken and unexcused absences will be detrimental to course grades.  
Students are expected to come to class prepared and to be capable of answering questions when called 
on.   
 
Students are expected to turn off cell phones and other electronic devices when in class and to treat other 
class members respectfully.   
 
Exams, Presentations and Research Papers 
 
It is anticipated that there will be one in-class exam on October 19 Wednesday.   
 
In consultation with the instructor, each student will select a topic for a research paper relating to a topic 
of interest in international economics.  The first step in the process will be the selection of a topic to be 
approved by me.  The results of the research project will be presented to the class on November 30 and 
December 7  Drafts of the paper will be reviewed provided that they are turned in one week before the 
deadline for submitting the final version. 
 
Plagiarism and the Honor Code 
 
Cases of cheating or plagiarism will be handled according to procedures outlined in the Diplomacy 
School Academic Integrity Policy. Plagiarism and other forms of academic dishonesty will be reported 
to the administration, and will result in a failing grade for the course and up to possible dismissal from 
the School of Diplomacy. See university and school standards for academic conduct here:  
http://www.shu.edu/offices/student-life/community-standards/community-standards.cfm 
http://www.shu.edu/academics/diplomacy/academic-conduct.cfm.   
 
Students with Special Needs 
 
It is the policy and practice of Seton Hall University to promote inclusive learning environments. If you 
have a documented disability you may be eligible for reasonable accommodations in compliance with 
University policy, the Americans with Disabilities Act, Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act, and/or the 
New Jersey Law against Discrimination. Please note, students are not permitted to negotiate 
accommodations directly with professors. To request accommodations or assistance, please self-identify 
with the Office for Disability Support Services (DSS), Duffy Hall, Room 67 at the beginning of the 
semester. For more information or to register for services, contact DSS at (973) 313-6003 or by e-mail 
at DSS@shu.edu. 
 
Grading 
 
Class participation including the selection and presentation of a current developments topic - 30%  
Research paper – 35 % 
Mid-term exam – 35 %  
 
 
 
Course outline 
 
When examining the topic list below you will notice that items are listed by roman numerals rather than 
dates.  This is because some will involve more than one class and others less. I reserve the right to make 
changes in the syllabus during the semester. 
 
 
We will cover following topics during the course: 
 
I. Course Introduction and Overview   Feenstra ch. 1 
 
II. Why trade occurs, Comparative Advantage, Feenstra, chapters 2 and 3. 
  
III. Standard Trade Model, Hecksher-Ohlin Model Feenstra, chapters 4, 5  
 
IV. Questioning Comparative Advantage selected papers: 
 
Samuelson, P., Where Ricardo and Mill Rebut 
and Confirm Arguments of Mainstream 
Economists Supporting Globalization, 
Journal of Economic Perspectives, summer 
2004.  --- This very important article can be 
accessed directly on the internet by typing in 
the title. 
 
Freeman, R., Are Your Wages Being Set in 
Beijing?  Journal of Economic Perspectives, 
Summer 1995, pp.15-32. 
 
V. Offshoring Feenstra chapter 7 
 
VI. Individual meet-ups discussing topics for research papers 
 
VII. Mid-term Exam followed by discussion on selected papers 
 
VIII. Factor Mobility Mid-term Exam, Feenstra, chapter 6,  
 selected paper:  
Mundell, R. International Trade and Factor 
Mobility, “American Economic Review”, 
June 1957 
 
IX. Tariffs and Export Subsidies Feenstra, chapters 8, 9, 10 
 
X. Trade Agreements Feenstra, chapter 11 
 
XI. The Doha Round selected papers 
 
XII. Globalization selected papers 
 
XIII. Presentation of Research Papers 2 sessions  
 
 
 
 
Research Design Paper:  
The primary written assignment in this class is a 15 page minimum (double-spaced with 1” margins and 
12 point fonts) research paper. This final paper is due electronically at 6pm EST on Tuesday 
December 20th.  
Please design your paper so it has the following parts: 
1. Abstract – not more than 7 lines 
2. Introduction – explain the research question and motivation for the question 
3. Literature – summarize the current knowledge on the issue properly citing the existing work 
4. Your analysis – demonstrate your point of view and support it with literature and also data, 
collect the data using the statistical offices 
5. Discussion – argue with yourself, explain if your analysis has some weaknesses 
6. Conclusions – recap the key contributions of your paper 
7. References  
You are welcome to pick any topic you wish, so long as it has something to do with topics covered in 
the classes.  
 
 
 
